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                U.S. Department of Defence Annual Report of 2020 on China’s Military Power: Implications for India’s Maritime Security

                Shashank Sharma 

                The US Department of Defence (DoD) Annual Report of 2020 on China Military Power released in September 2020 brings out China’s meteoric military progress in recent years. The report states that China is already ahead of the United States in certain areas such as shipbuilding, land-based conventional ballistic and cruise missiles, and integrated air defence system.

                
November 25, 2020  Download
  Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Atmanirbhar Bharat, China Military Power, Defence Acquisition Procedure 2020 (DAP-2020), Indian Navy, Maritime Security, PLA(Navy), US Department of Defence Annual Report, Defence   
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                Prospects of Developing Regional Value Chain in South Asia

                Dr Sreeradha Datta
Pratim Ranjan Bose
 

                This discussion paper attempts to examine two major questions, first, if RVC can be developed in South Asia, and, second, is the South Asian region ready for this development? We are premising our arguments on the marginal rise in trade volume over the last decade, coinciding with the removal of a number of tariff and para-tariff barriers particularly by India, and the recent focus on developing a multi modal transportation infrastructure in the region as well as measures to facilitate trade and logistics being undertaken by India and the neighborhood.

                
November 18, 2020  Download
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                Does the World Need Chinese Hegemony?

                Brigadier V Mahalingam (Retd) 

                In 2004, Premier Wen Jiabao said that China’s rise “will not come at the cost of any other country, will not stand in the way of any other country, nor pose a threat to any other country”. The broad Pacific Ocean is vast enough to embrace both China and the United States”, said Chinese President Xi Jinping while meeting US Secretary of State John Kerry in Beijing in May 2015.

                
October 23, 2020  Download
  Tags: China’s domineering ambitions, China’s neighbourhood policy, China’s push to global power, China’s territorial usurpations, Mayhem of ‘peaceful rise’, China, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                Battleground Idlib: Russia and Turkey’s Interests amidst the COVID-19 crisis

                Dr Yatharth Kachiar
Hirak Jyoti Das, Senior Research Associate, VIF
 

                The civil war in Syria similar to the continuing conflicts in Yemen and Libya has its roots in the 2011 Arab spring protests. The protracted conflict between President Bashar Al-Assad’s forces and a fragmented opposition has been diffused by Russia and Iran and the ruling regime has succeeded to reclaim majority of territories. The north-western governorate of Idlib is one of the last rebel-held regions and the Syrian government is pursuing its efforts to reclaim control since late 2016.

                
August 29, 2020  Download
  Tags: Battleground Idlib, Civil war, Covid-19 Crisis, COVID-19 pandemic, Idlib Ordeal, Military Effort, President Erdogan, Russia, Syria, Turkey, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                Siberia and India: Historical Cultural Affinities

                Prof K Warikoo 

                India and Eurasia have had close social and cultural linkages, as Buddhism spread from India to Central Asia, Mongolia, Buryatia, Tuva  and far wide. Buddhism provides a direct link between India and the peoples of Siberia (Buryatia, Chita, Irkutsk, Tuva, Altai, Urals etc.) who have distinctive historico-cultural affinities with the Indian Himalayas particularly due to common traditions and Buddhist culture. Revival of Buddhism in Siberia is of great importance to India in terms of restoring and reinvigorating the lost linkages.

                
August 6, 2020  Download
  Tags: Altai, Buddhism, Buryatia, Chita, Historical Cultural Affinities, India, Irkutsk, Siberia, Tuva, Urals, Historical and Civilisational Studies   
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                Exploring Indian Airpower Doctrine & Debacles in The Himalayas

                Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Rajesh Isser, AVSM,VM (G) 

                This is an article exploring some of our wars in the Indian Himalayas to derive correct lessons for future conflict management. In light of the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) and future theatre commands, restructuring and reorientation for the future is already on, but with Covid-19 and its aftermath, there is an urgency and imperative to accelerate changes. While the Indian armed forces are much better prepared to fight the integrated battle, it is still important to revisit doctrines and debacles as a reiteration of important lessons of mountain warfare.

                
July 12, 2020  Download
  Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Air Operations, China, Chinese stratagem, Himalayas, IAF, Indian Airpower, Kargil, Leh, Sino-Indian War, Defence   
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                India at Crossroads - Part I

                Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Rajesh Isser, AVSM,VM (G) 

                Covid-19 was a predictable and avoidable event, if the world had been more transparent and accountable, and less greedy and ambitious. It is important to analyse fast-evolving international developments, thoughts and trends to grasp the choices and imperatives ahead.  What India needs to do, both internally and externally, may be assisted by examining extreme scenarios of a post-Covid world and a net-assessment covering variables such as geopolitical compulsions, examining ‘Pax-Sinica’ and its economic and security implications, and trends affecting globalisation and multilateralism.

                
June 2, 2020  Download
  Tags: COVID-19, Crossroads, Flawed Assumption, Geopolitical Scan, national security, Pax-Sinica, Post Covid, Taiwan Resurgence, Western Debates, WHO, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                Preparing for A Post-Corona World

                Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Rajesh Isser, AVSM,VM (G) 

                The Novel Coronavirus has not only taken over the year 2020, it will have ramifications for decades to come. Changes to societal norms and developmental priorities, and de-globalisation forces gaining momentum are just some of the expected uncertainties on the anvil. This paper explores a myriad of effects and issues related to this history-changing moment in our times.

                
April 23, 2020  Download
  Tags: China, Chinese Virus, Coronavirus, COVID-19, economy, Human Issue, lockdown, Post-Corona World, Systemic Problem, Urban Outbreak, USA, World, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                VIF Roundtable on India-Central Asia Relations | Summary of Discussions

                Dr Pravesh Kumar Gupta, Associate Fellow, VIF 

                India-Central Asia relations gained momentum in the recent past with Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the five Central Asian Republics in 2015 and India’s permanent membership to Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in 2017. During Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Central Asia, several Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) and Agreements were signed. The high-level exchange of visits between India and Central Asia has raised their bilateral relation profile. India is also contributing to the annual SCO Summits by suggesting a number of concrete ideas.

                
April 13, 2020  Download
  Tags: Central Asia, Central Asia, India-Central Asia relations, Prime Minister Modi's Visit, SCO Summits, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                2nd BIMSTEC Think Tanks Dialogue on Regional Security - Conference Proceedings

                 

                2nd BIMSTEC Think Tanks Dialogue on Regional Security (27-28 November 2019)
The Second Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Think Tanks Dialogue on Regional Security was held at the Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi on 27-28 November 2019. Delegates from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Sri Lanka and the BIMSTEC Secretariat participated in the meeting.  

                
January 29, 2020  Download
  Tags: 2nd BIMSTEC, BIMSTEC Security Challenges, Think Tanks Dialogue on Regional Security, Neighbourhood Studies   
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