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                Durand Line: History, Legality & Future

                Arka Biswas 

                1. Introduction
It was in the late 1880s, that the Amir of Afghanistan, Abdur Rahman, started demanding a clear defined border with India. The British too wanted to make a clear buffer state, free from its sphere of influence
Click here to read full Paper

                
September 23, 2013  Download
  Tags: Afghanistan, Durand Line, Indo-Afghan Border, Pakistan, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                China’s Defence White Paper, 2013: Assertions of A ‘Super Power’ in Making?

                Lt Gen Gautam Banerjee, Editor, VIF 

                Promulgations of A Super-Power
In April 2013, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) released her eighth Defence White Paper, titled as ‘The Diversified Employment of China’s Armed Forces’. This exercise has been undertaken bi-annually since the early 2000’s, and is in consonance with China’s inexorable claim to super-power status that brings with it an expectation among the international community that the contender would want to enunciate her visions and goals for them to take note of the coming dispensation.
Click here to read full Paper

                
August 9, 2013  Download
  Tags: Chinese Defence, Super Power, White Paper, China, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                1947-48 Indo-Pak War: Fall of Gilgit and Siege and Fall of Skardu

                Col Tej Kumar Tikoo (Retd) 

                Part- I: Fall of Gilgit
India has fought many conventional wars since independence; it has also been involved in fighting insurgency and proxy wars during this period. Many heroes that these wars produced have become household names. However, these wars also produced heroes who remain unsung; whose stories of bravery and gallantry are not so well known. One such story is recounted here.
Click here to read full Paper

                
July 22, 2013  Download
  Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Gilgit, Indo-Pak War, Leh, Skardu, Neighbourhood Studies   
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                Chinese Quest for Space Supremacy: Implications for India and the World

                Radhakrishna Rao 

                In a stunning demonstration of its growing prowess in the cutting edge space  research and technology, on June 11, a Chinese Long March-2F rocket  successfully launched the longest ever manned Chinese mission with its  second woman astronaut among the crew.

                
July 16, 2013  Download
  Tags: Space for Militaristic Advantages, Space Industrialization, Space Station, China, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                Present State of Insurgency, Extremist Violence & Terrorism in Pakistan

                Rohit Singh 

                General
State actors in Pakistan have pursued a policy of employing irregulars as instruments to further their political and military objectives ever since the state came into being in 1947. It first used irregulars to invade the then princely state of Jammu & Kashmir soon after India’s partition.
Click here to read full Paper 

                
July 9, 2013  Download
  Tags: Anti-Terror Laws, Counter terrorism, Pakistan, Neighbourhood Studies   
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                Chinese Intelligence : From a Party Outfit to Cyber Warriors

                Ajit Doval, KC - Former Director, VIF 

                Whatever yardstick we choose to apply – size of the economy and its rate of growth, military hardware and pace of modernisation, stability of the polity and the government;  size, population and geo-political setting – China qualifies for a major power status.
Click here to read full Paper

                
July 3, 2013  Download
  Tags: Chinese Intelligence, Cultural Revolution, Cyber Warriors, China, International Relations and Diplomacy   
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                Maoist Insurgency in India: Impending Escalation and Dimensions of The State’s Armed Response

                Lt Gen Gautam Banerjee, Editor, VIF 

                Resurgence of Maoist Violence
Since the mid-2011 or so, the intensity of Maoist insurgency had somewhat been less spectacular as compared to the preceding years. Indeed, there had been many Maoist-Police encounters during this time, mostly in Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, but the frequency of such incidents had shown a definite downslide.
Click here to read full Paper

                
June 27, 2013  Download
  Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Leftwing Extremism   
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                India Internal Security Challenges and Responses

                Prakash Singh  

                Kautilya wrote in the Arthashastra that a state could be at risk from four different kinds of threats – internal, external, externally-aided internal and internally-aided external. The internal security scenario in India has a mix of all the shades of threats visualized by Kautilya. It is indeed a dismal scenario. 
Click here to read full Paper 

                
June 19, 2013  Download
  Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Border and Coastal Security, Ilegal Immigration, Jammu & Kashmir, Leftwing Extremism, North-East Insurgency, Terrorism   
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                Alternate Perceptions of India: Arguing for a Counter Narrative

                Dr Anirban Ganguly 

                Introduction
Descriptions of India and of Hindus that have assumed a dominant position in the discourse on Indian civilisation and culture have mostly been those which have distorted the perception of India. Written and expounded with a clear objective of undermining the Indian self-image and self-estimation, these portrayals of India’s traditions and life are the ones which have largely influenced and shaped the understanding of India not only among generations of colonial administrators who came to India but among Indians themselves.

                
May 17, 2013  Download
  Tags: Indian Civilisation, Indian culture, India’s traditions, Historical and Civilisational Studies   
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                Contamination of Water Resources and Associated Health Hazards: The Need of a Safe Water Policy and Proper Institutional Response with Special Reference to India

                Avneesh Kumar 

                Abstract
In this research paper the author has discussed the different aspects of water borne diseases, their impact on human health and means for ensuring safe drinking water in the country. Water borne diseases are a big burden on developing countries like India. The availability of safe drinking water would be a grave challenge for the government as the population of our country is rising sharply, and as per some estimates, by 2025 half of the nation’s population would be residing in urban areas. 

                
April 16, 2013  Download
  Tags: Climate Change, Fresh Water, Health Hazards, Water Policy, Water Resources, Governance and Political Studies   
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