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                Priority issues for India in External Trade

                Amb VS Seshadri 

                Four broad concerns capture the current context surrounding India’s external trade. First is our sluggish export performance for the last several years owing to global slowdown and also due to our declining competitiveness. With a share of 1.65 per cent in world goods exports today, India ranks 19th among all countries that is way below its size or  GDP.  India’s merchandise imports has also gone past US$ 500 billion now. The trade deficit at US$ 176 billion in 2018-19 as a result is over 50 per cent of exports. The need for a strong push for manufacturing exports is compelling.

                July 29, 2019  Download 
 Tags: E-Commerce, external trade, FTAs, neighbours, New Government, RECP, Trade Concerns, US-China Trade Tensions, World goods exports, WTO, Economic Studies  
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                Credible Cyber Deterrence in Armed Forces of India

                 

                India has to be militarily powerful to be a meaningful player in international politics. As the world’s fifth largest economy, it must be a secure nation to deter her enemies. India’s Poet Laureate Dr. Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, in his poem quoted above, has correctly observed that only the powerful possess the ability to pardon someone and that no one cares for the weak or toothless.

                March 28, 2019  Download 
 Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Armed Forces of India, Capacity Building, Cyber Deterrence, Cyber warfare, Defence Cyber Agency, Technology Development, Defence  
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                Towards More Effective Education: Emergence of STEM Education in India (a VIF Task Force Report)

                 

                Science and innovation have been long-embedded in India’s civilisation and culture. Today, they are playing an important role in shaping the country’s future in an increasingly globalised world. The current pace of technological change across the world is unprecedented and is opening

                March 27, 2019  Download 
 Tags: Effective Education, STEM, STEM Education, STEM India, Governance and Political Studies  
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                Make In India: Through Indigenous Research and Development by DRDO/Industry (a VIF Task Force Report)

                 

                India is one of the largest importers of defence equipment in the world. Compelled by the need of modernise its armed forces, India will be importing billions of dollars worth of equipment in the next ten years. The growing dependence on imported defence equipment and technologies not only places heavy burden on financial resources, it also impacts national security adversely. There is an urgent need for accelerating the tempo of indigenisation of defence production.

                February 27, 2019  Download 
 Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Defence Procurement Policy, Defence production, DRDO, ISRO, LTTPP, Make in India, Defence  
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                Nuclear Power: India’s Development Imperative (a VIF Task Force Report)

                 

                India has to be militarily powerful to be a meaningful player in international politics. As the world’s fifth largest economy, it must be a secure nation to deter her enemies. India’s Poet Laureate Dr. Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, in his poem quoted above, has correctly observed that only the powerful possess the ability to pardon someone and that no one cares for the weak or toothless.

                February 12, 2019  Download 
 Tags: National Security and Strategic Studies, Climate Change, India’s Development, MIT report, Nuclear energy, Nuclear Power, Nuclear and Disarmament  
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                India-Africa: A Partnership for Growth

                 

                The India-Africa partnership is rooted in their shared historical experience. India has played a major role in the fight against apartheid and colonisation. The success of the decolonisation process increased the number of sovereign African countries from four in 1945 to 54 as of now. Today, the African continent constitutes the single largest electoral group in the UN General Assembly. India has also contributed to peace and security in Africa through its participation in every major UN Peacekeeping Operation in the continent. This has often come at the cost of Indian lives.

                September 28, 2018  Download 
 Tags: Africa's Growth, Agenda 2063, India -Africa Forum Summit, India-Africa partnership, Indian Diaspora, Africa, International Relations and Diplomacy  
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