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Introduction 

Asymmetries between India & Its SAARC Neighbours 
South Asia: A statistical profile 

Country
Area  

(Sq. Km) 
[1]

Population 
[2]

GDP 
[2]

Def. Exp. 
[4]

Total 
Reserves 

[3]

Foreign Trade 
[6]

HDI  
[5]

GDP 
(PC)  
[2]

India 3,287,263 1,353,000,000 $ 2,726.323 bn $ 52.5 bn $ 399.167 bn $ 618,181.97 mn 0.64 $ 2,015

Afghanistan 652,230 37,172,386 $ 19.363 bn $ 2.17 bn $ 8.206 bn $ 15,810.32 mn 0.498 $ 520.9

Pakistan 796,095 212,215,030 $ 312.570 bn $ 9.19 bn $11.837 bn $ 67,545.41 mn 0.562 $ 1,472.9

Maldives 298 515,696 $ 5.272 bn NA $ 0.722 bn $ 2,227.18 mn 0.717 $ 10,223.6

Sri Lanka 65,610 21,670,000 $ 88.901 bn $ 1.70 bn $ 7.959* $ 29,284.53 mn 0.7 $ 4,102.5

Bangladesh 148,460 161,356,039 $ 274.025 bn $ 2.78 bn $ 32.028 bn $ 71,443.48 mn 0.608 $1,698.3

Nepal 147,181 28,087,871 $ 28.812bn $ 0.33 bn $ 8.335 bn $ 9,655.55 mn 0.558 $ 1,025.8

Bhutan 38,394 754,394 $ 2.535 bn NA $ 0.99 bn $ 11,472.36 mn 0.612 $ 3,360.3

Sources: [1] Area- CIA Factfile (2019), [2] Population (2018); GDP (2018); GDP(PC) (2018): https://data.worldbank.org/country, 
[3] Total Reserves (Including Gold at Current US $(2018) : https://data.worldbank.org/country, [4] Defence Expenditure: IISS 
military Balance 2018, [5] HDI: http://hdr.undp.org/en/composite/trends, [6] Foreign Trade (2016) US $ at Current Prices: http://
data.imf.org |* 2017 Figure | Base Year for GDP- 2010
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Maintain frequent contacts and exchanges at all levels, including with 
the top leadership

Eschew interference in domestic affairs

Emphasise Doklam’s Value to Bhutan: 
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India’s Economic Assistance to Bangladesh 

Bilateral Trade and Investment 

Training and Capacity-Building 
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Power and Energy Sector Cooperation 
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the two countries as also on "being mindful of each other’s concerns and 
aspirations for the stability of the region". 

 Fittingly, almost exactly one month after Modi's visit to the Maldives, 
Solih paid a state visit to India from 16-18 December 2018, the first visit by him 
to any country after assuming the office of President, symbolising the importance 
attached by the Maldives to its India relationship. Solih's visit was aimed at 
restoring India-Maldive ties to their pristine excellence with the former promising 
much needed economic and developmental assistance and the latter taking 
cognisance of the former's security concerns.  

 During the visit, India inter-alia pledged a US $1.4 billion package to the 
Maldives, comprising of budgetary support, currency swap and concessional 
credits. This will go a long way in alleviating the dire economic situation that the 
Maldives faces due its debt repayment obligations to China, variously estimated 
at between US $1.5 billion and US $ 3 billion. Additionally, India pledged "all 
possible support" to the Maldives in its socio-economic development, inclusive 
of vastly increased help in capacity building, better connectivity, visa facilitation 
etc.  

 Solih on his part "reaffirmed his government’s "India-First Policy”, and 
commitment to working together closely with India"73. The joint statement goes 
on to assert that in recognition of the fact that the security interests of both 
countries are interlinked "they reiterated their assurance of being mindful of each 
other’s concerns and aspirations for the stability of the region and not allowing 
their respective territories to be used for any activity inimical to the other". It, 
furthermore indicates that both leaders "agreed to strengthen cooperation to 
enhance maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region through coordinated 
patrolling and aerial surveillance, exchange of information and capacity 
building.74 
 

 The joint statement also has an entire paragraph on "increased cooperation 
in combating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, both within the region 
and elsewhere" and inter-alia envisages intensified cooperation in the areas of 

                                                           
73Joint Statement on the occasion of State Visit of the President of the Republic of Maldives to India (December 
17, 2018) https://www.mea.gov.in 
74 ibid 
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Indian Business in Maldives 





People-to-People contacts 
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Future Prospects 
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India’s Development Assistance to Nepal 
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Trade and Investment
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Defence Cooperation 
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