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Dear Readers,                               25 August 2017 

Our focus during the past fortnight had been on resolution of China’s unilateral 
act of altering the status quo at the Doklam Area, much in contravention of its 
commitment made in 2012. The concern was natural, given the potentially 
dangerous situation that had been blown up by China’s act of violation of 
territorial sanctity of a small neighbor. Disconcertingly, China had left India 
with no option but to stand by her treaty commitment to Bhutan, which India 
will always do.  
 
The issue had raised universal concerns which have been highlighted in our 
articles, including some of the previous fortnight’s publications as well as the 
Fortnightly Analyses which we upload on our web site, www.vifindia.org 
regularly. As the news of a resolution of the issue has  come through, the forces 
from both sides have begun withdrawal. The hysterical rhetoric from the Chinese 
media and even the official spokespersons was somewhat out of pattern and 
unwarranted.  
 
Meanwhile, affairs of the world as well as the domestic scene have been moving 
at a steady pace. Some of the salient issues in that context relate to China’s 
acquisition of a military base in Djibouti and the measures adopted by 
Uzbekistan to eradicate Islamist radicalisation – an issue which concerns India 
in a substantial manner. Another matter of great sensitivity is the frigid nuances 
of the hoary Indo-Russian relations. Each of these issues are discussed in the 
articles listed below. 
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On issues of domestic interest, we have very thought provoking articles uploaded 
recently on our web site. Thus there are expert papers on Naxalism and 
restructuring of the national security decision making system. Then there is an 
interesting  perspective on the relevance of Article 35A of our Constitution which 
regulates settlements in Kashmir, and one report on the Swach - Swasth Bharat  
movement. 
 
I enjoin our readers to browse through these publications to build up a 
comprehensive picture of the matter and appreciate the depth of analyses that our 
scholars delve into. 
Jai Hind, 

Jai Hind, 
 

 
Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

General N C Vij, PVSM,UYSM,AVSM (Retd) 

Director, Vivekananda International Foundation 

New Delhi 
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Vivekananda International Foundation is a non-partisan institute for dialogue and 
conflict resolution from a nationalist perspective. Some of India’s leading experts 
in the fields of security, military, diplomacy, governance, etc have got together 
under the institute’s aegis to generate ideas and stimulate action for greater 
national security and prosperity, independently funded. 
VIF is not aligned to any political party or business house. 
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