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North Korea: Unravelling the
Hermit Kingdom
North Korea has been the focus of increasing international interest of late. Much of it
has been owing to its burgeoning nuclear weapons programme, which has been
described by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as having entered a ‘new
phase’ following a doubling of its uranium enrichment capacity. The reclusive north-east
Asian nation has coupled its uranium enrichment programme with efforts at bolstering
its already significantly advanced long-range strategic ballistic missile programme,
fuelling concerns in the West about nightmare scenarios involving nuclear-tipped North
Korean missiles raining down on the United States’ Pacific coast.
i
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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), as it is officially called, has
attracted attention not just from those interested in foreign policy or nuclear nonproliferation, but also from those interested in the country purely because of the
perception of it being a basket case – a freak show among nations – of sorts. The
country is, arguably, one of the last vestiges of the Cold War-era Soviet system, with
its Stalinist dictatorship and extensively collectivised economy that once benefitted
enormously from Soviet assistance but declined into abject poverty ever since the money
dried up post-1991, when the USSR collapsed. Very little is known about how North
Korea works on the inside, it has been referred to as an “intelligence black hole,” for its
notorious information-vacuum. Foreigners are rarely allowed access and the State
keeps a tight lid on information leaking beyond the DPRK’s heavily militarised frontiers.
Consequently, any researcher’s task is made all the more difficult, with verifiable
information and empirical data being in short supply, to say the least. What the outside
world knows about North Korea is from books, articles, interviews with North Korean
officials, and statements of defectors who fled the country for greener pastures
abroad.
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Very little scholarly attention, if any, has been paid to understanding North Korea in
India. The geographical distance between the two countries might be a contributing
factor to the general apathy towards this corner of East Asia. This trend, however,
must be reversed. North Korea is a nuclear-armed country on the Eurasian landmass and
that in itself mandates some degree of Indian attention. More importantly, it is a
potential flashpoint for confrontation – as it has been in the past – between two of
India’s largest trading partners, the United States and China. India’s historical friend
and major defence equipment supplier, Russia, also has an interest in the developments
in this country. Events related to and situations arising out of North Korea could have
vi
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an impact on how these three significant world powers interact with one another,
which in turn could have a bearing on the course Indian foreign policy takes in the
future. North Korea must therefore be factored into India’s strategic calculus. It is in
this context that analysing the internal power dynamics of the DPRK becomes
imperative. This paper will attempt to examine the internal political and socio-economic
structure of North Korea. It is an effort at dissecting the mechanics of the regime of its
young leader, Kim Jong Un, trying to understand how it continues to survive in the 21
century, 25 years after the fall of the Soviet system.

st

Patrimonial-ism
The official website of the government of the DPRK describes its system as “a people-

centred social system in which the masses of the working people are the masters of
everything and everything in society serves them.” While this may give the impression
viii

of a system based on the rule of law, constitutionalism and an impersonal state, such an
impression would be divorced from reality. North Korea is not a modern state in the
Weberian sense. It is a patrimonial state. There is an important distinction to be made
between what Max Weber labelled modern states and patrimonial ones. A modern state
is impersonal and seeks to treat citizens uniformly based simply on their status as
citizens. In a modern state, there is a distinction between public and private; corruption
occurs when rulers appropriate public resources for their own private benefit. A
patrimonial state, contrastingly, is one in which the rulers consider the state a species of
private property which they can use for their own purposes. An individual’s relationship
to the ruler is governed by personal relationships, i.e., whether he/she is a relative,
friend, or client of those in power. North Korea has a distinctive group of individuals
who belong to powerful families of former high-ranking party officials. This is a group
of individuals whose recruitment and promotion within the party and the government
have been significantly influenced by their personal ties to the ruling Kim Il-Sung family.
It is this patrimonial elite that effectively runs the show in Pyongyang. In state
propaganda, they are referred to as Kanbu (cadre), instead of using the word “elite,”
evidently because the country is officially socialist and the elite have been
accommodated in the higher echelons of the ruling party’s organisational structure,
thereby mandating the usage of the term “cadre,” instead of “elite.”
ix
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Difficult to Dislodge
With its insouciant disregard for international opinion, frequent violations of
international obligations and suppression of human rights, foreign governments and
North Korea watchers have often wondered if there is any chance or even sign of the
xi
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regime in Pyongyang collapsing. In fact, the DPRK has even accused foreign powers,
particularly the United States and South Korea – North Korea’s prosperous southern
neighbour – of actively pursuing policies to enforce regime change. Howsoever hard
intelligence agencies of countries in whose geopolitical interest it is to see regime
change in Pyongyang may try, the Kim Jong Un regime appears to have the requisite
internal strength to withstand any externally-funded insurrections. Any hopes of seeing
the North Korean regime collapse in the short-term are sanguine at best, and extremely
far-fetched, to put it mildly, by most realistic metrics. The Kim dynasty has entrenched
itself firmly enough to become an almost indispensable reality of that country’s political
and social life. It has done so over the years, through a systematically calibrated
approach, synthesising ideological indoctrination with economic and social structures
that perpetuate patrimonial-ism.
xiii
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Gift Economy
When examining any authoritarian political system for signs of fissures that may lead
to an eventual collapse, one looks at the possibility of what scholars call an “elite
fracture,” a phenomenon in which powerful officials break away to force a change in
leadership. TheKim Il-sung family has provisioned for the forestalling of such a
possibility by maintaining a parallel economy aimed at sustaining the patronage
networks. This parallel economy is called the ‘gift economy’. The culture of gift giving is
an important part of the ruling figure’s power relations with all members of the elite.
An example of this gift-giving patronage culture is Kim Jong Il’s practice of ensuring
the loyalty of the top brass of the Korean People’s Army (KPA) gifting them luxury cars
and apartments. This practice is firmly rooted in Korean culture, where gift giving is
an intrinsic part of the conduct of social and commercial relations, ensuring mutual
respect and the obligation to give reciprocal favours. The vital nature of the practice of
gift giving in Korean culture can be gauged from the fact that even in a developed,
modern, technologically advanced and progressive economy like South Korea, gift giving
is an important part of business practice. It therefore comes as no surprise that the
North Korean regime has used this element of Korean culture in a systematic and
effective manner to sustain the country’s patrimonial political system and ensure the
kanbu’s loyalty to the regime.
xvi
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The parallel, underground, political gift economy, also called the “court economy,” is
different from the regular, formal, economy which caters to the vast majority of North
Korea’s population. The latter is called the “people’s economy” and is guided by the
Cabinet.
xx
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Room 39
For the North Korean elite patronage economy to be sustained in a heavily-sanctioned
country with low productivity and inadequate revenue generation , there needs to be
an uninterrupted revenue stream distinct from the State’s regular revenue collection
system. It is to serve this purpose that the DPRK established ‘Room 39’, also called
‘Office 39 of the Workers’ Party’ or ‘Bureau 39’, as a foreign exchange slush fund
raised through a combination of means, primarily illicit , to fund the regime’s court
economy. North Korea’s rulers have had to resort to illicit means to secure foreign
exchange after years of international sanctions. Imposed in response to nuclear tests in
2006, 2009, 2013 and 2016, the sanctions comprise an arms embargo designed to stop
North Korea trading weapons and sourcing parts for its atomic programme. As
Pyongyang’s relationship with Pakistan’s notorious AQ Khan Network for the
procurement of Uranium enrichment technology and the transfer of ballistic missile
technology from North Korea to Pakistan as a quid pro quo demonstrate, the DPRK is
not averse to trading highly sensitive technologies. The sanctions also include an asset
freeze and a ban on luxury goods that is meant to deprive the North Korean elite of the
privileges of power.
xxi
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Annual reports by a UN panel that monitors the sanctions shed some light on the
activities of Room 39. They describe the methods used by Room 39 to disguise
commercial activities abroad and evade the effect of sanctions. The most recent UN
report, made public in February, documents how North Korea “is flouting sanctions
through trade in prohibited goods, with evasion techniques that are increasing in scale,
scope and sophistication.” North Korean banks and firms have maintained access to
international financial markets through a vast network of Chinese-based front
companies, enabling Room 39 to evade sanctions. The activities of these front
companies include trades in cash and gold bullion and concealing financial transactions
behind a network of foreign countries and individuals, allowing North Korea to gain easy
access to the international financial system. The UN report also states that these
networks “are adapting by using greater ingenuity in accessing formal banking channels
as well as bulk cash and gold transfers.” The illicit transactions that have ensured
Room 39 receiving a steady stream of foreign exchange over the years includes the
exporting of indentured labourers to countries such as Mongolia and Qatar.
Additionally, Room 39 is known to be deeply involved in and committed to the production
of both heroin and methamphetamine, illicit drugs which are not intended for domestic
consumption but instead sold internationally.
xxix
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Apart from these illicit means, North Korea also has certain lawful channels for the
inflow of foreign exchange, including a chain of ‘Pyongyang restaurants,’ that has been
established in many cities around the world and this, too, is a venture of Room 39. The
export of minerals, particularly coal, to China has traditionally been one of the principal
sources of foreign exchange for the North Korean regime. It remains to be seen how
this revenue source will be affected by China’s decision to suspend coal imports from
North Korea.
The United States and European Union have had Room 39 on their
respective lists of sanctioned organisations since 2010.
As illustrated by the most
recent UN Report, sanctions have had a limited effect on the activities of Room 39 and
have been unable to completely cut off the flow of foreign exchange for the North
Korean court economy. Room 39, therefore, continues to be an active organ of the North
Korean regime and provides vital funding to ensure the loyalty of the traditional elite to
the rule of the Kim Il-sung family.
xxxv

xxxvi

xxxvii

xxxviii

Family State
Patronage, economic incentives and material inducements to members of the elite alone
do not explain the Kim Il-sung family’s nearly seven decade long control of North Korea.
At the heart of the regime’s totalitarian control over society is a personality cult built
around the ruling family. Korean society is grounded firmly in Confucian ethos, which
attach significant value to paternal hierarchy and notions of loyalty and deference to
paternal authority. The regime has adapted these customs and traditions, removed their
spiritual component, and supplanted them with the notion of loyalty to the ruling family
and to a lesser degree, the State as a means of social control in order to control the
population. The Confucian value of filial piety dictates that one is to prioritise the
larger interest of the family over one’s own interests. The centrality of filial piety in
Confucian thought can be gauged by a statement attributed to Confucius, who is
quoted as saying, “Among human practices, none is greater than Xiao (filial piety).” In
North Korea, since the 1960s, following the establishment of Juche (Kim Il-Sung’s
ideological brainchild, often translated as “self-reliance”) as the only official ideology of
the State, emphasis was laid on the significance of the idea of the nation as one family
and the leader, Kim Il-Sung, as the paterfamilias. An individual’s duty to participate in
collective action stemmed not from political duty or a sense of civic responsibility, but
from the love, loyalty and deference one owed to the leader as the collective father of
the people. In some ways, Kim Il-Sung still occupies the position of pater familias even
almost 23 years after his death. He is the ‘Eternal President’ and his successors would
naturally derive their legitimacy to rule from their relation to him. It can be argued that
xxxix
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in addition to being a nation-state, the DPRK is also a family state, with the ruling Kim
dynasty occupying the culturally preeminent paternal position.
North Korea, therefore, presents a somewhat paradoxical picture of an ideal extolled in
religion adapted to serve as the lynchpin of an officially irreligious political system that
substantially prohibits religious practice.
Despite the suppression of traditional
religions, some have described Juche, sociologically, as the religion of the entire
population of North Korea. The photographs of the ruling family’s patriarchs are
displayed at almost every major public building, there are institutions, songs, poems,
essays, stories, and even flowers named after them. Given the pervasive and
entrenched position the personality cult of the ruling family enjoys in North Korean
society, it becomes all the more difficult for any real threat to the regime to materialise.
xliii
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Winds of Change
When Kim Jong Un delivered his first speech to the North Korean people (which in
itself was a bit of a change given that his father, Kim Jong Il, was not fond of public
speeches ) he promised economic change, saying that the people would “never have to
tighten their belts again ,” and decided to usher in a slew of economic reforms. North
Korea is not the starving country that it is widely portrayed to be, especially by the
Western media. These misconceptions are due to the disastrous famine that hit the
country in the late 1990’s, leading to images of mass starvation and food shortage
making headlines all over the world. However, economists agree that over the past
decade the country has not only recovered from the effects of famine, but has also
experienced significant economic growth. Pessimists put the annual growth rate at
about 1.5 percent, while the optimists believe it may be close to 4 percent. In 2013, Kim
Jong Un underlined the need to focus on economic development by putting it on the
same level of priority as the development of nuclear weapons. Consequently, signs of
market-driven economics are becoming visible.
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Some degree of ‘market-isation’ was already taking place in North Korea before Kim
Jong Un took charge. Following the famine of the late 1990’s, when the State-funded
public distribution system collapsed, unofficial markets began sprouting up across the
country , where people would sell whatever they could get their hands on and thereby fill
the void left by the government’s inability to provide essential supplies to all. The
movement of goods across the border with China also facilitated this process of
market-isation. While the attitude of his father towards this process was fairly
ambivalent, Kim Jong Un has sought to use the market-oriented model of economic
development. He decided to increase the number of government-approved markets and
to tolerate, to some extent, unapproved market activity. Statistics show that since 2010,
lii
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the number of government-approved markets in North Korea has doubled to 440, and
satellite images show them growing in size in most cities. In a country with a population
of 25 million, about 1.1 million people are now employed as retailers or managers in these
markets and some 40 percent of North Korea’s populace is now engaged in private
enterprise; this is a figure not too dissimilar to that found in Eastern European countries
immediately following the collapse of the Soviet-led bloc.
liii

There are reports of unofficial market activity progressing apace. There are shops that
sell clothes, sweets, bread, shoes and agricultural produce. Markets appear in rural
areas once every 10 days and smugglers who peddle goods such as foreign movies and
smart phones make regular trips from the Chinese border. The cumulative effect of
these market-oriented changes in the past few years has been largely positive for both
North Korean society and its economy. It appears to be the regime’s intention to follow
the Chinese model, where rapid economic growth brought about by market reform has
filled up state coffers, enabling the authoritarian state apparatus to perpetuate its
control over society and project power beyond its borders.

Economic Growth: Threat to the Regime?
The process of market-isation and economic growth has brought with it the advent of
modern technology including– but not limited to – smart phones and USB drives. This
has meant that North Koreans do have access to information about the outside world.
Many in North Korea are aware of the prosperity of their neighbouring countries (and
the relative poverty of their own) as well as the authoritarian nature of their
government. The State no longer enjoys an absolute monopoly over the flow of
information and State television and print publications are no longer the only source of
news. Moreover, the regime’s limited embrace of market forces in what is supposed to
be a society where there is no room for class division or private capital has exposed the
contradictions in the regime’s fundamental argument about the DPRK’s socialist system
being superior to the South’s capitalist system. Although information is not readily
available from within North Korea, it is plausible that people in the country are
beginning to raise doubts about the system that governs it, given the easier flow of
information and the process of market-isation, which means that as people support
themselves and get what they need outside the state economy, they are less beholden to
the authorities. This has also been confirmed by individuals, including high-ranking
officials, who have defected from the DPRK.
liv

A phenomenon concurrent to the sprouting of markets, economic growth, emergence of
private industry and the spread of information has been the rise of a new class of
wealthy entrepreneurs and private industrialists called the Donju (translated as
lv
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‘masters of money’). The Donju are the new class of traders and businessmen that has
emerged as a result of the emergence of markets and state policy of tolerating and
covertly encouraging, if not officially promoting, private commercial activity. They invest
in construction projects, establish partnerships with resource-strapped state factories
and bankroll imports from China to supply retailers in the marketplaces. They operate
with “covers,” or party officials who protect their businesses. Some are relatives of
party officials and they duly exploit these connections in furtherance of their own
business interest. The Donju represent a powerful new elite interest group in the DPRK,
in addition to the Kanbu, the traditional elite. Unlike the traditional elite, this nouveau
riche class is not influenced by the Korean Worker’s Party’s hierarchy or the gifts of
the gift economy. It is because of this relative independence that some analysts argue
that the Donju could be the potential agents of social and political change in North Korea
and lead a reform coalition made up of disillusioned members of the Kanbu and the
common man.
Others are more sceptical about the Donju’s ability and will to mount a rebellion. This is
because they are, after all, a relatively small group of individuals in a tightly controlled
society and they might have an interest in ensuring that the current system of Crony
State Capitalism continues to favour them when it comes to the grant of tenders,
permits, etc. For the regime, the emergence of this new class has been a blessing so far.
One example of this is how by tapping into the financial power of the Donju, the regime
has successfully revived abandoned mines that were defunct and thereby open up new
revenue streams. They did this by getting the Donju to buy mining rights from the
Ministry of People’s Armed Forces and mineral rights from the Ministry of Mining
Industries. The Donju pay rent to the regime and also bribe their way to gain better
access and more protection, thereby endearing themselves to local officials and party
cadres. However, this blessing could well turn into a bane in the future. History is
replete with examples of the ‘new elite’ pushing the agenda for reform by leading
reform coalitions. This has happened with the Industrial Revolution in England and with
the Civil Service Reform Movement in the United States. There is, therefore, a
possibility that this new elite group may at some point, be able to muster enough
strength in numbers to potentially challenge the regime or at the very least, enforce
reforms in the way the country is run. Whether or when this will happen is a question
that has no easy answers. North Korea is still at a very nascent stage of market-isation
and economic reform, and it will perhaps take longer for a reform coalition, if any, to
materialise.
lvi

lvii

lviii

North Korea: Unravelling the Hermit Kingdom | 11

Conclusion
North Korea’s foreign policy, nuclear programme and missile development continue to be
the focus of the world’s attention. Relatively little, however, is known about that
country’s internal dynamics. It is a closed society with a regime that exercises immense
control over society. It is perhaps one of the most totalitarian systems in existence in the
21 century. There is an extremely rigid hierarchical structure in place, with the Kim
Dynasty and its current patriarch, Kim Jong Un, at the apex of the pyramid. Loyalty to
the State is viewed as loyalty to one’s own family, and the leader of the nation is the
leader of one large family, which one is duty bound to love and serve, according to
prevalent social ideals based on Confucian philosophy. In addition to ideology, the State
uses economic inducements to secure the loyalty of the traditional elites.
st

However, with economic reform and the spread of information technology, North Korea
is gradually beginning to change and its people are starting to enjoy higher levels of
prosperity than in the famine-stricken 1990s. The economic growth and slow process of
incremental market-isation have led to the emergence of new elites who help the
government by financing projects, paying rents and bribing government officials. While
this process of market-isation and economic growth could lead to calls for regime
change, or at the very least, political reform in the long run, such predictions seem to be
far-fetched for the moment. The Kim Dynasty and its regime seem relatively safe for
now as they are deeply entrenched and difficult to dislodge from their position. This is
because North Korea is essentially a patrimonial State. A salient feature of such systems
is their tendency to be extremely stable. The stability of patrimonial systems is due to
the fact that they are created and sustained by the primary pillars of human sociability,
kin selection and reciprocal altruism. Kin selection refers to the natural inclination of
individuals to favour their family and reciprocal altruism is the human predisposition
towards favouring non-relatives with whom they have exchanged reciprocal favours.
Elite groups formed along these lines are able to muzzle dissent and resistance because
they have a high degree of cohesion and are better organised than the other members of
society. They also have greater access to arms and ammunition, in addition to the
training necessary to use them, compared to other sections of society. The
geographically dispersed, economically backward, socially unaware and technologically
ill-equipped peasants in agrarian societies such as North Korea have little hope of
overthrowing such well-entrenched elite groups. Usually, the only way such a wellentrenched elite group can be challenged is when a rival elite group, with greater
resources and better organisational capacity, begins to pose a challenge.
lix
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North Korea’s Donju has the potential to pose such a challenge in the long-term, but
given the slow and incremental nature of economic change, it may well take many years
– if not decades – for such a situation to materialise. It appears that the Kim Jong Un
regime is fairly well-placed to survive and continue ruling North Korea for quite some
time to come. Therefore, instead of actively attempting to enforce regime change from
within, the rest of the world must develop a comprehensive and collaborative strategy,
which includes North Korea’s strategic partner China, in order to deal with the
challenges posed by the DPRK and mitigate any damage caused as a result of its
confrontationist policies and nuclear brinkmanship.

Endnotes
i.

ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.
xiv.
xv.
xvi.
xvii.
xviii.

i

ii

“North Korea nuclear programme in 'new phase': IAEA”, The Times of India, March 2017.
“North Korea tests missiles designed to defeat U.S. THAAD defense system”, The Washington Times,

May 2017.

Paul French, North Korea: State of Paranoia, 2014, Published by Zed Books, p. 169.
Jon Wolfsthal, “The intelligence 'black hole' over N Korea”, BBC News, July 2003, available at:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/3073677.stm (last viewed on 11-05-2017).
“North Korea: Tightened controls on communications with the outside world leave families
devastated”, Amnesty International, March 2016, available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/03/north-korea-connection-denied/ (last viewed on
11-05-2017).
"Flashpoint Korea: US muscle flexing won’t get Pyongyang to abandon its nuclear programme", The
Times of India, April 2017.
Neil Connor, "China enlists Russia help to avert North Korea crisis", The Telegraph, April 2017.
Official description of the political system of the DPRK, 2011, available at http://www.koreadpr.com/political.html (last viewed on 08-05-2017).
Jae-Cheon Lim and Ho-Yeol Yoo, "The North Korean Patrimonial Elite," Korea Observer, Vol. 44, No. 2,
Summer 2013, pp. 339-363.
Francis Fukuyama, Political Order and Political Decay, 2015, Published by Profile Books, p. 10.
Doug Bandow, “North Korea Ignores ‘International Community,’ Violates UN Resolution — Again!”,
Huffington Post, February 2016.
Cholpon Orozobekova, "UN Again Takes Up North Korea's Human Rights Abuses", The Diplomat,
December 2016, available at: http://thediplomat.com/2016/12/un-again-takes-up-north-koreas-humanrights-abuses/ (last viewed on 09-05-2017).
Simon Denyer, “North Korea accuses CIA and South Korea of plotting to assassinate Kim Jong Un”,
The Washington Post, May 2017.
Leon Sigal, "DPRK Briefing Book : U.S. Interests And Goals On The Korean Peninsula", May 2003,
available at: http://nautilus.org/publications/books/dprkbb/uspolicy/dprk-briefing-book-u-s-interestsand-goals-on-the-korean-peninsula/ (last viewed on 11-05-2017).
Seong-Chang Cheong, "Stalinism and Kimilsungism: A Comparative Analysis of Ideology and Power",
Asian Perspective, Vol. 24, No. 1, 2000, pp. 133-161.
Michael Bratton and Nicolas Van de Walle, “Neo-patrimonial Regimes and Political Transitions in
Africa”, World Politics, Vol. 46, No. 4, July 1994, pp. 453-489.
Bradley K. Martin, "Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader", 2006, Published by St. Martin's
Griffin, pp. 275-276.
Kongdan Oh and Ralph Hassig, "North Korea through the looking glass", 2000, Published by Brookings
Institution Press, p. 88.
iii

iv

v

vi

vii

viii

ix

x

xi

xii

xiii

xiv

xv

xvi

xvii

xviii

North Korea: Unravelling the Hermit Kingdom | 13
xix.

xix

xx.

xx

xxi.
xxii.
xxiii.
xxiv.
xxv.
xxvi.
xxvii.
xxviii.
xxix.
xxx.
xxxi.
xxxii.
xxxiii.
xxxiv.
xxxv.
xxxvi.
xxxvii.
xxxviii.
xxxix.
xl.
xli.
xlii.
xliii.

Choong Y. Lee, "Korean Culture And Its Influence on Business Practice in South Korea", The Journal of
International Management Studies, Volume 7, Number 2, October 2012, pp. 184-191.
Bradley O. Babson, " The North Korean Economic System: Challenges and Issues", International
Journal of Korean Studies, Vol. XX, No. 1, Summer 2016, p 151.
United States Department of the Treasury, “North Korea Sanctions Program”, November 2016,
available at: https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/Documents/nkorea.pdf
(last viewed on 12-05-2017).
Nicholas Eberstadt, "What is wrong with the North Korean economy", American Enterprise Institute,
July 2011, available at: https://www.aei.org/publication/what-is-wrong-with-the-north-koreaneconomy/ (last viewed on 12-05-2017).
North Korea officially abolished the collection of direct taxes in 1974. However, it still collects a
number of fees from its people in place of corporate and value-added taxes. Refer to Ko Soo-Suk,
”Pyongyang considers reinstating its tax system", Korea Joongang Daily, March 2016.
Tom Burgis, "North Korea: The secrets of Office 39", Financial Times, June 2015.
UN Security Council, Security Council resolution 2270 (2016) [on condemning the nuclear test of 6
Jan. 2016 and strengthening sanctions against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea], 2 March
2016, S/RES/2270 (2016).
Ishaan Tharoor, "A.Q. Khan’s Revelations: Did Pakistan’s Army Sell Nukes to North Korea?”, Time, July
2011.
Samuel Ramani, "The Long History of the Pakistan-North Korea Nexus", The Diplomat, August 2016,
available at: thediplomat.com/2016/08/the-long-history-of-the-pakistan-north-korea-nexus/ (last
viewed on 12-05-2017).
"U.N. sanctions on North Korea range from luxury goods to visas", The Japan Times, January 2016.
Colum Lynch, "Confidential U.N. Report Details North Korea’s Front Companies in China", Foreign
Policy, February 2017.
Report of the Panel of Experts established pursuant to resolution 1874 (2009), February 2017,
available at: www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/150 (last viewed on 12-05-2017).
Ibid. page 4.
Simon Ostrovsky, "Profit from its people: North Korea's export shame", Independent, October 2011.
Pete Pattisson, "North Koreans working as ‘state-sponsored slaves’ in Qatar", The Guardian,
November 2015.
Christina Gathman, "Inside North Korea’s State-Sanctioned Criminal Empire", International Affairs
Review, Volume XXIII, Number 1, Fall 2014, p. 66.
Adam Taylor, "The weird world of North Korea’s restaurants abroad", The Washington Post, April
2016.
North Korea-Observatory of Economic Complexity-MIT, available at:
atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/prk/ (last viewed on 12-05-2017).
"North Korean ships head home after China orders coal returned", Reuters, April 2017.
"U.S. sanctions two North Korean entities", Reuters, March 2010.
Greg Richter and Kathleen Walter, "Psychoanalyst Heath King: Kim Jong Un Logical, Not Irrational",
Newsmax, April 2013, available at www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/heath-kingnkorea/2013/04/09/id/498673/ (last viewed on 14-03-2017).
"Filial Piety in Chinese Thought and History", Alan K.L. Chan and Sor-hoon Tan, editors, published by
Rutledge Curzon, 2004, p.1.
C.K. Armstrong, “Familism, Socialism and Political Religion in North Korea”, Totalitarian Movements
and Political Religions, vol. 6, No. 3, 2006, pp. 383-394.
Preamble to the Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, available at:
http://web.archive.org/web/20100703103008/http://www.kcckp.net/en/great/constitution.php
(last viewed on 17-05-2017).
"Annual Report of the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom", U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom, April 2016, pp. 51-52.
xxi

xxii

xxiii

xxiv

xxv

xxvi

xxvii

xxviii

xxix

xxx

xxxi

xxxii

xxxiii

xxxiv

xxxv

xxxvi

xxxvii

xxxviii

xxxix

xl

xli

xlii

xliii

North Korea: Unravelling the Hermit Kingdom | 14
xliv.
xlv.
xlvi.
xlvii.
xlviii.
xlix.
l.
li.
lii.
liii.
liv.
lv.
lvi.
lvii.
lviii.
lix.

“Juche”, Major Religions Ranked by Number of Adherents, April 2005, available at:
http://www.adherents.com/largecom/Juche.html (last viewed on 17-05-2017).
Dae-Sook Suh, "Kim Il-Sung: The North Korean Leader", Columbia University Press, 1988, p. 316.
Katy Oh and Ralph Hassig, "DPRK Briefing Book: Kim Jong-il Through the Looking Glass", 2003,
available at: nautilus.org/publications/books/dprkbb/negotiating/dprk-briefing-book-kim-jong-ilthrough-the-looking-glass/ (last viewed on 17-05-2017).
Choe Sang-Hun, "North Korean Leader Stresses Need for Strong Military", New York Times, April
2012.
Choe Sang-Hun, "North Korea May Take Action to Jolt Economy, Analysts Say", New York Times,
September 2012.
Tania Branigan, "Pyongyang is booming, but in North Korea all is not what it seems", The Guardian,
January 2015, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/15/-sp-pyongyang-northkorea-kim-jong-un (last viewed on 18-05-2017).
Andrei Lankov, "Kim Jong-un's recipe for success: private enterpreise and public executions", The
Guardian, October 2015, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/07/northkorea-recipe-for-success-economic-liberalisation-public-executions (last viewed on 18-05-2017).
Choe Sang-Hun, "As Economy Grows, North Korea's Grip on Society Is Tested", The New York Times,
April 2017.
Fyodor Tertitskiy, "Let them eat rice: North Korea’s public distribution system", NK News, October
2015, available at: https://www.nknews.org/2015/10/let-them-eat-rice-north-koreas-publicdistribution-system/ (last viewed on 19-05-2017).
Robert Wenzel, "Has Kim Jong-un Launched a North Korean Economic Miracle?", Economic Policy
Journal, May 2017, available at: www.economicpolicyjournal.com/2017/05/has-kim-jong-un-launchednorth-korean.html (last viewed on 19-05-2017).
Kevin Lui, "A High-Ranking North Korean Defector Says the Kim Regime's Days Are 'Numbered'", Time
Magazine, January 2017, available at: time.com/4649731/north-korea-defector-kim-jong-un-dissent/
(last viewed on 19-05-2017).
Jonathan Corrado, "Will Marketization Bring Down the North Korean Regime", The Diplomat, April
2017, available at: thediplomat.com/2017/04/will-marketization-bring-down-the-north-korean-regime/
(last viewed on 19-05-2017).
Seol Song Ah. "'Donju' Profit on Abandoned Mines", Daily NK, April 2015, available at:
https://www.dailynk.com/english/read.php?cataId=nk01500&num=13096 (last viewed on 20-052017).
John V.C. Nye, "Why Do Elites Permit Reform?", The Annual Proceedings of the Wealth and Wellbeing of Nations, available at: https://www.beloit.edu/upton/assets/Nye.pgs.vol.I.pdf (last viewed on
20-05-2017).
"Reforms", Macro History and World Timeline, available at: www.fsmitha.com/h3/h46-am6.htm (last
viewed on 20-05-2017).
xliv

xlv

xlvi

xlvii

xlviii

xlix

l

li

lii

liii

liv

lv

lvi

lvii

lviii

lix

Robert M. Sapolsky, "Behave: The Biology of Humans at Our Best and Worst", 2017, published by
Penguin.

North Korea: Unravelling the Hermit Kingdom | 15

About the VIVEKANANDA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
The Vivekananda International Foundation is an independent non-partisan
institution that conducts research and analysis on domestic and international
issues, and offers a platform for dialogue and conflict resolution. Some of
India’s leading practitioners from the fields of security, military, diplomacy,
government, academia and media fields have come together to generate
ideas and stimulate action on national security issues.
The defining feature of VIF lies in its provision of core institutional support
which enables the organization to be flexible in its approach and proactive in
changing circumstances, with a long-term focus on India’s strategic,
developmental and civilisational interests. The VIF aims to channelize fresh
insights and decades of experience harnessed from its faculty into fostering
actionable ideas for the nation’s stakeholders.
Since its establishment, VIF has successfully embarked on quality research
and scholarship in an effort to highlight issues in governance and strengthen
national security. This is being actualized through numerous activities like
seminars, round tables, interactive-dialogues, Vimarsh (public discourse),
conferences and briefings. The publications of the VIF form the lasting
deliverables of the organisation’s aspiration to impact on the prevailing
discourse on issues concerning India’s national interest.

VIVEKANANDA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
3, San Martin Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi – 110021
Phone: +91-11-24121764, 24106698
Email: info@vifindia.org, Website: http://www.vifidia.org
Follow us on twitter@vifindia

